PEANUT

game is complete without its peanut
%-enders.  The oil from  the  nuts  is
used as a substitute for olive oil. The
plants are also used as hay in the
southern states. It has become a field
crop^but is sometimes grown in vege-
table gardens. The peanut is an an-
inal, herbaceous, sprawly pJant with
i much-branched stem. The leaves
ire compound,   with  long,   narrow
eafiets. The flowers are produced in
wos and threes in the axils of the
saves,   the   staminate   flowers   re-
embling yellow sweet peas. Af ten the
iconspicuous female flowers   open,
le plant directs the ovaries toward
ic ground, where they bury them-
selves,  and   the  seeds   are   formed
underground.

nuts and the plants will be very late.
The plant should be grown as a soil-
improving crop, Peanuts are a tropi-
cal plant and should be grown in
warm climates. They can be grown
in localities where 120 growing days
are available. In the temperate re-
gions, they should be grown in south-
ern  exposures  where there is  pro-
tection from north and west winds,
and preferably on the sandy soils,
because such soils warm quickly in
the spring.

TYPES AND VARIETIES : There are two
varieties listed. The Virginia Jumbo
is a large podded sort, with two or
three seeds to the pod, and has a very
vigorous growth which is much used
for forage purposes. The Spanish va-
riety is a dwarf sort, with smaller
peanuts, which are very sweet. The
HOG PEANUT (AmphicaTpa monoica
or pitcheri]  is often a  pestiferous
weed and of small horticultural in-
terest

SOIL ANB CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS :
Peanuts, are a poor-soil crop and will
grow on any sandy loam or loamy
sand that has an appreciable amount
of organic matter and that is sweet-
ened   with   magnesium    limestone.
They also need some phosphorous
and potassium but little if any addi-
tional  nitrogen,   because   they   are
capable of taking nitrogen from the
air and using it in their growth. Ap-
plying nitrogen  to  the  plant  will
sanse it to make such a succulent
^wth that it will make a light set of

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: The seed is
planted about the time that maple
leaves are the size of squirrels5 ears.
The  seeds  should be  carefully re-
moved from pods and planted a foot
apart in rows about 3 feet apart. If
the seed can be sown in pots, so* that
the   seedling   can   be   transplanted
without disturbing the roots, the sea-
son can be lengthened by a month or
more, thus making it possible to grow
a really good crop in the garden.
However, the peanut does not trans-
plant well, because of the long tap-
root. The seed should not be planted
too deep. An inch or slightly more
is sufficient.  Weeds should be kept
away from the plants without dis-
turbing the roots, After the flowers
have buried themselves in the soil,
the ground should not be disturbed.
They do not bury themselves in soil
that is baked on the surface. A mulch
of loose material around the plants
is  helpful  in  keeping  the  growing
nuts   close   to   the   surface   of   the
ground. The plants are left in the soil
until frost, when the nuts should be
dug. Under a mulch, it is a simple
matter to pull the plants up and re-
move the peanuts. They will lift out
rather easily. Otherwise, it may be
necessary to dig them with a fork.